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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . Figure 3 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

3. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1 .75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: in paragraph [001 1 ] of the application specification, is 
detailed a method in which the temperature is sensed prior to a final draining step. In 
paragraph [0022], is detailed a method in which, prior to draining the tub on the final 
cycle, with water still in the tub, the water temperature is sensed in a step S408. This is 
contrary to the claimed invention, see claim 1 , which senses the temperature of the 
drained water (after water has drained from the tub). It is the requested the applicant 
amend the specification to support the claimed subject matter. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. It is unclear how a predetermined temperature includes a 
plurality of referential water temperatures. It is unclear how a reduced speed includes a 
plurality of correspondingly limiting dewatering speeds. For instance, the predetermined 
temperature could be an average of several referential water temperatures; however, 
the machine could instead be capable of being programmed with different 
predetermined temperatures which are drawn from a reference manual which has a 
table for the proper rinse speed in relation to a given rinse water temperature. For 
purposes of examination, it is assumed to mean that the predetermined temperature is 
adjustable by the user. Also, it is assumed that each predetermined temperature is 
linked with a corresponding dewatering speed. 

6. The term "normal" in claim 3 is a relative term which renders the claim indefinite. 
The term "normal" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a 
standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would 
not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable by Billings 
et al. (US Patent No. 3078700). 

8. Billings et al. teaches a washing machine control method comprising steps of 
supplying water to a tub for performing a final operational step, draining the water from 
the tub wherein the water temperature is sensed as it flows to the drain (Column 4, 
Lines 55-65). The washing machine has provisions for a variable temperature 
responsive system - a system which may be preset for the fabric to be washed and 
which will automatically prevent the spinning of the fabric so long as the temperature of 
the fabric remains above a particular (predetermined) threshold temperature (Columns 
3-4, Lines 69-75 and Lines 0-8, respectively). The temperature of wet fabric below 
which centrifuging will not cause "set-in" wrinkles is called the threshold temperature. 
The machine has a normal dewatering speed limited to 1 ,000 rpm (either 330 rpm or 
850 rpm) and a reduced dewatering speed limited to 700 rpm (of zero rpm) (Column 7, 
Lines 0-12). Billings et al. teaches the predetermined temperature includes a plurality of 
referential water temperatures (is adjustable according to a reference temperature 
specific to the fabric type) (Column 3, Lines 69-75). 

9. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as anticipated by Billings et al. (US 
Patent No. 3078700) or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over 
Billings et al. (US Patent No. 3078700), as applied to claims 1-2, and further in view of 
Tanaka et al. (US Patent No. 5133200). 
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10. Billings et al. teaches the predetermined temperature includes a plurality of 
referential water temperatures (is adjustable according to a reference temperature 
specific to the fabric type) (Column 3, Lines 69-75). The reduced speed includes a 
plurality of correspondingly limiting dewatering speeds - (335 rpm and zero rpm). 

11. In the alternative, Billings et al. does not teach a plurality of correspondingly 
limiting dewatering speeds; however, Tanaka et al. teaches that motor speed of the 
dehydrating operation may be determined based on the water temperature sensed in 
the rinse step (Column 6, Lines 5-1 0). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Billings et al. with Tanaka et al. to 
create a method for controlling the dehydrating of clothes whereby the sensed water 
temperature determines the motor speed of the dehydrating operation to create 
"wrinkle-free" clothing. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to understand that Tanaka et al. teaches a method which 
encompasses multiple temperatures and multiple corresponding motor speeds for the 
dehydrating operation. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P. Riggleman whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5935. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on 571-272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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